
Call for papers now out: Nordic Conference for the Sociology of Religion 2016 
** Wellbeing, leadership and the lifespan – Current trends in the sociology of religion ** 

 
We are pleased to invite you to the 23rd Nordic conference for the Sociology of Religion. The 
conference will be held on the 17th–19th of August in 2016 at the University of Helsinki, Finland. 

The subjective turn has made the individual the centre of attention in debates on current religious and 
spiritual change. The customisation of religious belief, ritual and thought often centres around 
individual wellbeing. At the same time, religious organisations are redrafting their management and 
leadership strategies and have shifted their attention from classic teaching and worship to new forms 
of individualised and experience-centred formats. Individuals and their lifespan have increasingly 
become the centre of focus in religion. These changes also tend to raise tensions in religious 
organisations, and the polarisation between extremes seems to be increasing. The changes are linked 
to changes in society at large, including demographic changes, generational changes, changes in the 
role of the media and changes in the role of religious authority. Religion is increasingly a matter of 
personal choice and is given no automatic authority at any level. 

The 23rd Nordic Conference for the Sociology of Religion seeks more understanding, both 
theoretically and empirically, on the changes in the religious field and their meaning for the individual, 
for religious and secular organisations, and for society at large. Contributions addressing these 
developments and changes at different levels and broadening the understanding of the role of religion 
in society today are warmly welcome. Other current topics within the sociology of religion will also be 
discussed. We encourage proposals for both sessions and individual papers. Language of the 
conference is English. 

The confirmed keynote speakers are: 
Jörg Stolz, University of Lausanne 
Coutney Bender, Columbia University 
Anne Birgitta Pessi, University of Helsinki 
Nancy Ammerman, Boston University 

  

The dead line for session proposals is Nov 31, 2015. 
The dead line for paper proposals is March 1, 2016. 

Notification of acceptance by March 22, 2016. 

 
More info at the conference website (http://blogs.helsinki.fi/ncsr-2016) 
Do opt in for our newsletter at the website to receive info about program updates! 
 
Welcome to enjoy fruitful discussions, thought provoking presentations, beautiful coastal scenery and 
the compassionate company of colleagues! 

See you in Helsinki! 

	  


