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Congress Framework

It is a fact that religious education has a very central place in the history of universities.
The existence of religious education and teaching within the academic body is affected by
the ever-changing dynamics of religious life, including the tension that comes from the
separation between religious and secular knowledge. While guiding society, institutions of
higher religious education aim at producing and transmitting religious knowledge in the
line of change between tradition and modernity, and society’s religious imagination also
affects the aims, programs, and functions of these institutions.

Higher religious education in Turkey has been quite active in recent years. Considerable
increases in the number of departments, students, and faculties; searches for different
programs under different names; debates on education programs; as well as searches for
employment-oriented training program development and the establishment of quality
standards are counted among these changes. To be able to benefit from such an
environment of change, discarding any type of reactiveness or protectionism is of cardinal
importance. To think about higher religious studies means a general evaluation of the past,
present and future situation of Turkey and the Islamic world in the light of the general
course of the world, as well as looking for ideas that go beyond it.

The International Congress on Higher Religious Education is organized in order to create
an environment of serious debates among the participants from various countries, to
identify and evaluate the issues in the field of higher religious education, to exchange
experience, and to review cooperation opportunities.

Themes
Paper proposals can respond, but are not restricted, to the following themes:

Higher Religious Education from a Historical Perspective
o Historical development of the institutions of higher religious education
o Comparisons of madrasas and the institutions of higher religious education

Evaluation and Analysis of Current Situation in the Institutions of Higher Religious
Education

Human model in the institutions of higher religious education

Understanding of religion

Understanding of knowledge

Institutions of higher religious education in the context of state-religion relations
Relations with the Presidency of Religious Affairs

Relations with the Ministry of Education
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Student profile

Instructor profile

Theology students’ opinions on higher religious education
Instructors’ opinions on higher religious education
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Quality Standards and Competences

Employment areas and problems

Determinations of quality standards and competences
Student competencies

Faculty members’ qualifications

Teaching programs

Academic division: Evaluations and suggestions

Teacher training function of the institutions of higher religious education
Teaching methods and teaching materials

Measures to increase the quality of education

Evaluations and suggestions on physical condition

Future vision of the institutions of higher religious education
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Research & Development in Higher Religious Education

o Academic research and production in the disciplines of theology

o Graduate education

o Current state of the Faculties of Theology in terms of scientific approaches, theories
and methods

o Relations of divinity disciplines with each other

o Relations of the disciplines of theology with social sciences and humanities

The event will be in Turkish and English.

Important Dates & Deadlines

Call for Papers: April 25,2017

Abstracts Submission Deadline: June 22, 2017
Notification of abstract acceptance: July 4, 2017
Full-text paper submission: October 20, 2017

Book of Abstracts and the Edited Book
e The summaries of all papers accepted by the Congress will be published in the
Book of Abstracts.
e The full-text papers will be published in an edited book according to the result of
the referees evaluations after the Congress.

Accommodations
Accommodation and boarding expenses will be provided by the conference organising
committee for those who present papers.

Venue
Istanbul, Turkey
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Congress Chair
Asst. Prof. Z. Seyma Altin / Istanbul University

Organizing Committee (In Alphabetical Order)

Assoc. Prof. Hasan Meydan / Biilent Ecevit University

Hulusi Yigit / Center for Values Education

Asst. Prof. Ibrahim Aslamaci / Inénii University

Asst. Prof. Mahmut Zengin / Sakarya University

Asst. Prof. Mehmet Ali Dogan / Istanbul Technical University
Asst. Prof. Omer Faruk Ocakoglu / Kirklareli University

Asst. Prof. Selim Argun / Istanbul University

Dr. Zeynep Kaya / Ministry of National Education

Congress Secretariat
Fatma Reyhan Balc1 / Center for Values Education

Scientific Advisory Board (In Alphabetical Order)

Prof. Dr. Abdullah Ozbek / Necmettin Erbakan University
Prof. Dr. Adnan Demircan / Istanbul University

Asst. Prof. Ahmet Alibasic / University of Sarajevo

Prof. Dr. Ahmet Onay / Mehmet Akif Ersoy University
Prof. Dr. Ahmet Yaman / Necmettin Erbakan University
Prof. Dr. Ali Al Qaradaghi / Qatar University

Assoc. Prof. Ali Ayten / Marmara University

Prof. Dr. Ali Bardakoglu / Istanbul 29 Mayis University
Assoc. Prof. Ali Biiyiikaslan / Medipol University

Prof. Dr. Ali Erbas / Presidency of Religious Affairs
Alparslan Durmus / Ministry of National Education

Prof. Dr. Asim Yapici / Cukurova University

Assoc. Prof. Bekir S. Giir / Yildirim Beyazit University
Prof. Dr. Burhanettin Tatar / Ondokuz Mayis University
Prof. Dr. Biilent Ugar / Osnabriick University

Prof. Dr. Cafer Sadik Yaran / Ondokuz May1s University
Prof. Dr. Cemal Tosun / Ankara University

Asst. Prof. Giiliisan Gocen / Istanbul University

Prof. Dr. Giirbiiz Deniz / Ankara University

Prof. Dr. Hact Mehmet Giinay / Sakarya University

Prof. Dr. Halit Ev / Celal Bayar University

Prof. Dr. Hasan Kamil Yilmaz / Marmara University

Dr. Hatem Al Bazian / Zaytuna College

Prof. Dr. Hayati Hokelekli / Uludag University

Prof. Dr. Hayrettin Karaman / Senior Faculty Member
Prof. Dr. Ibrahim Kafi Dénmez / Istanbul 29 May1s University
Prof. Dr. Thsan Fazlioglu / Istanbul Medeniyet University
Prof. Dr. Ilhan Kutluer / Marmara University
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Prof. Dr. Ismail Tagpinar / Marmara University

Prof. Dr. Kagif Hamdi Okur / Hitit University

Dr. Khosrow Bagheri Noaparast / University of Tehran

Prof. Dr. M. Sevki Aydin / Erciyes University

Prof. Dr. Mahmut Aydin / Ondokuz May1s University

Prof. Dr. Mehmet Emin Koktas / Istanbul Sabahattin Zaim University
Prof. Dr. Mehmet Evkuran / Hitit University

Dr. Mohammad Jaber Thalji / Yarmouk University

Prof. Dr. Muhiddin Okumuslar / Necmettin Erbakan University

Prof. Dr. Murteza Bedir / Istanbul University

Prof. Dr. Mustafa Cagric1 / Istanbul 29 Mayis University

Prof. Dr. Mustafa Koylii / Kyrgyz Turkish Manas University

Prof. Dr. Mustafa Ocal / Uludag University

Prof. Dr. Mustafa Oztiirk / Marmara University

Nazif Yilmaz / Ministry of National Education

Dr. Necdet Subasi / Republic of Turkey Prime Ministry

Prof. Dr. Nuri Tinaz / Marmara University

Prof. Dr. Nurullah Altas / Atatiirk University

Prof. Dr. Oddbjern Birger Leirvik / Oslo University

Prof. Dr. Raihani / Islam Negeri Sultan Syarif Kasim Riau University
Dr. Rasit Bal / Hogeschool InHolland Amsterdam

Prof. Dr. Rasit Kiigiik / Centre for Islamic Studies

Prof. Dr. Recai Dogan / Ankara University

Prof. Dr. Recep Kaymakcan / Center for Values Education

Prof. Dr. Recep Sentiirk / Ibn Haldun University

Prof. Dr. Robert Hefner / Boston University

Prof. Dr. Rosnani Bt. Hashim / International Islamic University, Malaysia
Prof. Dr. Suat Cebeci / Sakarya University

Prof. Dr. Siileyman Akyiirek / Erciyes University

Dr. Syed Asad Abbas Rizvi / International Islamic University, Islamabad
Prof. Dr. Saban Ali Diizgiin / Ankara University

Prof. Dr. Sakir Goziitok / Yiiziincii Y1l University

Prof. Dr. Zekeriya Giiler / Istanbul University

Prof. Dr. Zeki Salih Zengin / Yildirim Beyazit University

Contact:

Center for Values Education
Stileymaniye Cad. Elmaruf Sokak

No: 3 Siileymaniye, Fatih / Istanbul
Phone: +90 (212) 512 19 88-89-90
Fax: +90 (212) 512 1991

E-mail: kongre@dem.org.tr

Website: www.yuksekdinogretimi.com
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