
We are pleased to announce that registration for the event 'Populist Politics and the Minority 
Voice: British Muslims, Extremisms and Inclusion' is now open. You can register at the following 
address: 
 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/populist-politics-the-minority-voice-british-muslims-
extremisms-inclusion-tickets-42902695116  

Our hosts King's College have generously provided financial support for the event which means 
we are able to keep the costs for registration down to £15 for general admission and £10 for 
PhD students and unwagedmembers (plus booking fee).  

Full details of the event, including speakers confirmed so far, can be found below. 
 

Populist Politics & the Minority Voice: British 
Muslims, Extremisms & Inclusion 

A one-day Muslims in Britain Research Network (MBRN) conference organised in partnership 
with the Department of Theology and Religious Studies, King's College London (KCL), University 
of London 

19 April 2018 

Themes include: 

 Muslim activism and populist politics; 
 New media, populism and the representation of Muslims and other minorities; 
 Recognising, opposing and offering alternatives to anti-Semitism, Islamophobia and 

other extremisms; 
 British Muslims and national identity after Brexit; 
 Challenges to, and for, principles of tolerance, free speech and accommodation. 

Plenary speakers 

Narzanin Massoumi, University of Exeter & editor, What is Islamophobia? 
Aaron Winter, University of East London 
David Feldman, Director, Pears Institute for the Study of Anti-Semitism 

 

More TBC... 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/populist-politics-the-minority-voice-british-muslims-extremisms-inclusion-tickets-42902695116
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/populist-politics-the-minority-voice-british-muslims-extremisms-inclusion-tickets-42902695116


Additional speakers 

Reza Gholami, University of Birmingham 
Khadijah Elshayyal, University of Edinburgh 
Mirjam Aeschbach, University of Zurich 
Shanon Shah, Critical Muslim 
Ajmal Hussain, University of Manchester 
Laura Jones, Cardiff University 
Waqas Tufail, Leeds Beckett University 
Gillian Kennedy, King's College London 
Kristin Henrard, ESL, Rotterdam 
Ayesha Chowdhury, Leeds Becket University 
Laurens de Rooij, University of Cape Town 

Conference outline 

Across Europe and North America populist parties and leaders have surged in recent years, with 
figures such as Donald Trump and Andrej Babiš and parties such as UKIP and Alternative für 
Deutschland making significant electoral gains. Although different in important respects, these 
movements share certain themes, such as emphasis on national self-interest and hostility 
toward international co-operation, liberal political norms and established news media. In 
almost all cases this desire to reassert national identity has also involved renewed hostility 
toward ethnic and religious minorities – especially Jewish and Muslim minorities – as well as 
toward any frameworks of liberal accommodation that have allowed minorities to participate in 
public life on an equal footing. In the UK, this was evident in the referendum on European 
Union membership in 2016, which not only destabilised previously taken-for-granted political 
and legal frameworks but also contributed to a sustained rise in hate crime, anti-immigration 
rhetoric and Islamophobia. 

 

This one-day conference on 'Populist politics and the minority voice' will discuss the effects of 
these changes on British Muslims, and how the concerns of British Muslims relate to those of 
other minority groups as well as wider debates about the future of liberal states, free speech 
and 'fake news'. Since at least the 1970s, British Muslims – as a group and alongside other 
minorities – have been involved in a struggle for rights, for media and political representation 
and for recognition. What might these struggles look like in the future? What is the future of 
British Muslim identity, post-Brexit? How might rights and legal accommodations be affected by 
withdrawal from the EU? How do concerns about rising Islamophobia intersect with concerns 
about resurgent anti-Semitism and far-right and populist movements? How should debates 
about Muslims and the media proceed in an era of 'fake news'? How can standards of debate 
about minorities be preserved and what can higher education and Muslim institutions 
contribute? 



 
 
 


